[Study of unresectable pancreatic cancer - successful resections after gemcitabine-based chemotherapy].
Pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma( PDAC) is an extremely malignant tumor and carries a poor prognosis. Therefore, PDAC should be treated with multiple modalities. Chemotherapy has proven effective in some cases of unresectable (UR) PDAC, and there are published reports of cases in which curative surgery could be performed after chemotherapy. We examined the cases from January 2010 through November 2012 in which initially UR PDAC could be treated surgically after chemotherapy. Whether or not each cancer was resectable was evaluated according to the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines. We performed surgery in 7 of the 25 patients initially diagnosed as UR during this period. The cancer proved inoperable in 2 of these 7 patients: 1 patient with peritoneal dissemination and 1 with locally advanced tumor. Some reports have suggested that resection after chemotherapy for UR pancreatic cancer improved the prognosis in patients relative to those in whom surgery was not attempted. From our experience, we believe that it very important for patients undergoing chemotherapy for UR pancreatic cancer to consider surgical treatment.